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WANT TO READ A GOOD BOOK FOR BLACK HISTORY M ONTH?
UM PROFESSORS LIST FAVORITES BY BLACK AUTHORS
MISSOULA -
Martin Luther King Jr., Jackie Robinson, Thurgood Marshall, Paul Robeson, George 
Washington Carver: These are names most Americans can identify as those of people important to 
African-American history in this country.
But there is an aspect of African-American history, peopled by the likes of Zora Neale 
Hurston, Richard Wright and Maya Angelou, which is much less familiar to Americans and rarely 
receives the recognition it deserves: African-American literature.
"African-American literature [is] a literature I consider to be the most energetic, vibrant, 
original and powerful among the various U.S. literatures at the present time," says Virginia 
Carmichael, an English assistant professor at The University of Montana. Carmichael teaches a 
course in African-American literature at UM.
Here is a list of a dozen good reads compiled from her choices and those of Pat Ojo, a UM 
visiting instructor of English and an African American.
Autobiography
"Twelve Years a Slave: Narrative of Solomon Northrup" (1853). The true story of a free 
African American who was maliciously sold into slavery.
"I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings," by Maya Angelou (1971). The First in the series of 
five vivid autobiographies showing how Angelou overcame tremendous adversities to gain self- 
confidence and personal strength.
Detective/Crime Fiction
"Black Betty," by Walter Mosely (1994). A detective story depicting life in 1960s Los 
Angeles. President Clinton likes the "Easy Rawlins" series this belongs to.
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"Rage in Harlem," by Chester Himes (1957). Crime fiction by a master writer of the
genre.
Young-Adult Fiction
"The Disappearance," by Rosa Guy (1979). A novel for young adults showing an 18-year- 
old using his intelligence to maneuver between two worlds to avoid sinking to the level society 
expects of him.
Novels
"Their Eyes Were Watching God," by Zora Neale Hurston, anthropologist and folklorist 
(1937). A novel about a woman’s trials and self-realization.
"Bluest Eye," by Toni Morrison (1970). A heartrending novel about a young girl’s 
inability to cope with racism. This first novel by Morrison won the 1993 Nobel Prize for 
literature.
"Women of Brewster Place," by Gloria Naylor (1983). An American Book Award-winning 
novel about richness and power of African-American women and families.
"The Color Purple," by Alice Walker (1982). A novel depicting the life of an abused young 
woman in the South and her triumphs through love.
"Native Son," by Richard Wright (1940). A disturbing naturalistic novel about the trapped 
and self-destructive life of a young urban African American struggling toward a critical self- 
awareness.
Poetry
"Neon Vernacular," by Yusef Komunyakaa (1993). The 1994 Pulitzer-Prize winner for 
poetry, full of anger, beauty and compassion, including testimony on the war in Vietnam.
Drama
"Fences," by August Wilson (1986). A play about determination to overcome racism.
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